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As you tour Then Now Wow, take note of the panels 
in the exhibit reading “Then,” “Now” and “Wow.”  
How has Minnesota changed in the last one hundred 
and fifty years? 

•   In what ways do these changes in Minnesota mirror larger historical changes 
happening at a national or even international level?

Walk through the exhibit and consider the many cultural groups who have 
called Minnesota home. Think about the history of Minnesotans and their 
interactions with those of other cultures. Can you find examples of conflict and 
compromise between cultural groups? 

•   How has Minnesota’s cultural diversity, past and present, shaped the 
community in which you live?

Visit the sod house, the fur trade post, the white pine forest,  
the iron ore mine, tipi and buffalo puzzle. Reflect on the following 
statement: “The story of Minnesota is the story of the people and 
their connections to the land.” Do you agree with  
this statement? Why or why not? 

•   If so, how has the land shaped the story of Minnesota’s people?

•   And in turn, how have the people shaped the story of Minnesota’s land?



Weather Permitting

Find the TV under the panel “Television 
Weather.” Watch the video for the  
weather historian Bruce Watson.  
Why is it important for us to know the history 
of the weather in Minnesota? 

Find the panel “The Ojibwe Moons.”  
Why are the moons important, and what does 
each represent?

Near the boat, find the panel labeled “The Rest of the Story.” 

What is Minnesota’s all-time highest temperature? ________________ 

The lowest temperature was recorded at -60°F  
in Tower, Minnesota, in 1996. Minnesota is known  
for its temperature extremes. How many degrees  
of difference are there between the highest and  
lowest temperatures ever recorded in Minnesota? ________________



Minnesota’s Greatest Generation

Find the soda fountain near the beginning of the exhibit.  
Pick up one of the magazines or comic books from the rack 
and flip though the stories and advertisements.

•   What do they tell you about the war going on in Europe?

•  How does popular culture respond to the war? 

Listen to the jukebox in the soda fountain. Can you identify what kind of 
music is playing?

Read the song titles. What do the titles tell you about  
the people who lived during that time? 

•   How are the song titles similar to or different from  
song titles of today?



Find the M8 armored car and read the panel about it. 

•   How many M8 armored cars were produced in St. Paul?

•   How many were deployed in the European and  
Pacific Theaters? 

•   What percentage of the M8 armored cars deployed during  
World War II were made in Minnesota? You can approximate your answer.

We Are Hmong Minnesota
On view through Jan. 3, 2016

In the middle of the second exhibit room, find the platform displaying 
Hmong clothing items and take a good look at the clothes. Consider the 
different styles of clothing and the stories of the individuals who wore these 
items. Now imagine you are a Hmong Minnesotan teenager whose family 
emigrated from the refugee camps in Thailand.

•   How might clothing be an important way for you to express your cultural  
and family identity?

•   How might your clothing reflect your experience growing up in America?

•   What does this tell you about the different roles and identities many  
Hmong Minnesota teenagers of today have to take on? 



Open House: If These Walls Could Talk 

Find “The View from the Outside” panels throughout the exhibit. Describe one 
example of how an event in the larger world affected the lives of the residents of 
470 Hopkins Street. 

Go to the Hmong family room at the end of the exhibit and sit on the couch. 
Watch the story about the Pang Toua family’s journey to Minnesota. List three 
ways the family survived the journey to the United States in the 1970s. 

470 Hopkins Street has been home to many people. After you explore the whole 
exhibit, think about the stories of all of the people who lived in this house. 
What recurring themes did you see in their stories? 

•   What experiences did they share  
throughout time? 



Suburbia
On view Oct. 10, 2015 - March 20, 2016

Near the Townsman station wagon, find a billboard labeled “Restricted.”  
If you had to guess, who do you think might have been “restricted” from 
living in many suburban neighborhoods?

•   Now find a map on the other side, outlining which neighborhoods of the  
Twin Cities were considered  “the best,” “still desirable,” “definitely declining” 
and “hazardous” by a group called the Home Owner’s Loan Corporation.  
What do you notice?

•   Do you think all families, regardless of race, could get government loans—
called Federal Housing Administration mortgages—to buy homes in the  
“the best” and “still desirable” neighborhoods?

•   Do you think families could get government loans to buy homes in the 
“hazardous” neighborhoods? 

•   How did these lending decisions by the government affect where people 
of various races and backgrounds could live? Do you think these decisions 
continue to affect us today?



Your name  ____________________________________________________   

Your school  ___________________________________________________

What did you learn that you’d want to learn MORE about?

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

What’s Up, Doc?
On view April 30 – Aug. 14, 2016

Near the entry to the gallery, find the large screen showing a couple of 
cartoons. Watch The Dot and the Line.

•  In what ways do you think do you think the The Dot and the Line was 
innovative in the field of cartoons? 

•  Do you think Chuck Jones considered the purpose of his work to entertain 
people, make art or both? Why? 

Head to the end of the exhibit to the section called “The Legacy of Chuck Jones.” 
Think about what you saw in the exhibit. 

•  How do you think Chuck Jones worked to improve animation? 

•  How has his work impacted animators  
and cartoonists working today?


