
Help your students explore the 
Minnesota History Center!

In each exhibit, follow the chaperone instructions to guide students to a 
particular location. Once there, ask the accompanying questions and encourage 
students to interact with the exhibit, use their imaginations and connect to 
Minnesota history.

EXPLORE! And have fun!

Then Now Wow

Find the sod house in the prairie section of the exhibit. 
Ask your group the following questions: 

•  Have you ever been in a house like this?

•  How is this different from the place where you live? How is it the same?

•  This house is called a sod house. It is made from grass and dirt.
Would you like to live in a house made of grass and dirt?

•  Do you think animals might live in the dirt walls of this house?
Make the sound of an animal that might live here.

•  Now let’s pretend that we live in the house. Where will we sleep?
Where is the bathroom? Where can we cook?

Open House: If These Walls Could Talk

Make your way through the hallway to the Frascones’ kitchen. Ask your 
group the following questions:

•  Do you have a kitchen in the place where you live?

•  Does your kitchen have a kitchen table in it?

•  The Frascones were an Italian family. They liked foods like spaghetti, garlic bread
and pizza. What’s your favorite food to eat with your family?

•  Show me what you would do with your voice and your body if you had just
finished eating your favorite food in this kitchen.

Minnesota’s Greatest Generation

Locate the baby cribs at the beginning of the gallery under the title 
“A Generation is Born.” Ask your group the following questions:

• Were you ever small enough to fit in one of these cribs?

•  What are some of the noises you would make if you were still a baby?

•  Do any of you have a little baby brother or sister at home?

•  Do you like being a big brother or sister? Why or why not?

•  Pretend you are holding a baby in your arms. How would you do this?

Locate the Northwest Airlines airplane stairs near the end of 
the gallery. Instruct your group to sit on them, and ask the  
following questions:

• Have you ever been on a plane before?

•  Have you ever seen a plane in the sky? What did it sound like?

•  If you could take a plane anywhere in the world, where would you go?

•  Show me how you would wave goodbye to me if you were going on
the trip right now.
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We Are Hmong Minnesota
On view through Jan. 3, 2016

Find the Hmong market stall near the back of the exhibit and encourage 
your students to play with the items on display. Ask the following 
questions:

• Look at the foods here. What do you see? Do you recognize any of them?

•  Imagine you are going to make supper with the adults in your family.  
Which foods do you see that you would want to use?

•  Show me how you’d cook the food. Okay, you can try the food.  
Does it taste good?

Weather Permitting

Gather at the ice castle in the center of the gallery and press the button to 
light up the model. Instruct your group to do the following:

•  What colors do you see in the ice castle? Call them out when you see them.

Locate the picnic table near the back of the gallery. Instruct your group 
to sit on the benches and look up at the tornado. Ask your group the 
following questions:

•  Have you ever been in a rainstorm?

•  Have you ever seen lightning or heard thunder?

•  What sound does thunder make? Make that sound now.

•  Were you afraid?

•  Look up high in the house, can you find the piano? 

•  How do you think that piano got into the bathroom up there?

Suburbia
On view Oct. 10, 2015 - March 20, 2016

Find the nesting houses near the Townsman station wagon at the front of 
the exhibit. Instruct your students to put the houses together and then ask 
your group the following questions:

•  Which house is the biggest? Which house is the smallest?

•  What colors and shapes do you see in the houses? 

•  Which house do you like the best? Why?

•  If you were going to build your own house, what would it look like?

What’s Up, Doc?
On view April 30 – Aug. 14, 2016

Head to the “Bringing Characters to Life” section of the exhibit and find 
the screen with video clips from Elmer’s Candid Camera and A Wild Hare. 
After students have watched the videos, ask them the following questions:

•  Have you seen a Looney Tunes cartoon with Bugs Bunny before?

•  Do you like to watch cartoons? What are some of your favorites?

•  Do you think you would like to draw cartoons?

•  Pretend you are making your own cartoon  
about an animal. What kind of animal would it be?

•  Act like your cartoon animal as we 
walk to the next part of the exhibit.
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