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As you tour Then Now Wow, take note of the panels 
in the exhibit reading “Then,” “Now” and “Wow.”  
How has Minnesota changed in the last one hundred 
and fifty years? 

 In what ways do these changes in Minnesota mirror larger historical changes 
happening at a national or even international level?

Walk through the exhibit and consider the many cultural groups who have 
called Minnesota home. Think about the history of Minnesotans and their 
interactions with those of other cultures. Can you find examples of conflict  
and compromise between cultural groups? 

How has Minnesota’s cultural diversity, past and present, shaped the 
community in which you live?

Visit the sod house, the fur trade post, the white pine forest,  
the iron ore mine, tipi and buffalo puzzle. Reflect on the 
following statement: “The story of Minnesota is the story of the 
people and their connections to the land.” Do you agree with  
this statement? Why or why not? 

If so, how has the land shaped the story of Minnesota’s people?

 And in turn, how have the people shaped the story of Minnesota’s land?



DRAW — Locate the large photo of Minneapolis from 1852, between the 
streecar and the tipi. What do you notice about Minneapolis in 1852? Think 
about your own community. Consider what you know about its history. What do 
you think your community looked like in 1852? Draw it in the space provided. 

TALK — Locate the treaty arbor, near the tipi. Start answering the computer 
questions. What kind of pressures did the Dakota people face as the fur trade 
ended and more Americans wanted land in Minnesota?

What kinds of choices did the Dakota have in the treaty process?

If you had been in their position, what would you have done? 
Discuss your thoughts with your group.



LISTEN — Head into the house near the plow and listen carefully. 
What sounds do you hear?

Imagine you are Gro and Ole Rollag and you have just moved your family to 
Minnesota’s prairie to live in this house. How do you think this sound might 
have affected you? What does this tell you about the type of people who settled 
Minnesota’s prairies in houses like this one?

DO — Head into the mine shaft. 
Drill into the rock, blast the dynamite and check the ceiling 
of the shaft. What do you notice about the work conditions 
in the mine? 

In some places, over 85 percent of the miners 
were new immigrants to Minnesota. Thinking 
about the nature of mining, why do you think 
this was the case? 

WATCH — Find the video, “A Day in the Life of a Red Lake Student,” 
near the pine tree. In what ways do the Red Lake teenagers remind 
you of you and your friends?

What challenges do they face that you also share? 
How are their lives different from your own? 



Weather Permitting

Find the TV under the panel “Television 
Weather.” Watch the video for the  
weather historian Bruce Watson.  
Why is it important for us to know the history 
of the weather in Minnesota? 

Find the panel “The Ojibwe Moons.”  
Why are the moons important, and what does each 
represent?

Near the boat, find the panel labeled “The Rest of the Story.” 

What is Minnesota’s all-time highest temperature? ________________ 

The lowest temperature was recorded at -60°F  
in Tower, Minnesota, in 1996. Minnesota is known  
for its temperature extremes. How many degrees  
of difference are there between the highest and  
lowest temperatures ever recorded in Minnesota? ________________



Open House: If These Walls Could Talk 

Find “The View from the Outside” panels throughout the exhibit. Describe 
one example of how an event in the larger world affected the lives of the 
residents of 470 Hopkins Street. 

Go to the Hmong family room at the end of the exhibit and sit on the couch. 
Watch the story about the Pang Toua family’s journey to Minnesota. List three 
ways the family survived the journey to the United States in the 1970s. 

470 Hopkins Street has been home to many people. After you explore the whole 
exhibit, think about the stories of all of the people who lived in this house. 
What recurring themes did you see in their stories? 

 What experiences did they share  
throughout time? 



Minnesota’s Greatest Generation

Find the soda fountain near the beginning of the exhibit.  
Pick up one of the magazines or comic books from the 
rack and flip though the stories and advertisements.

What do they tell you about the war 
going on in Europe?

How does popular culture respond to the war? 

Listen to the jukebox in the soda fountain. 
Can you identify what kind of music is playing?

Read the song titles. What do the titles tell you about  
the people who lived during that time? 

 How are the song titles similar to or different from  
song titles of today?



Minnesota History Center

Look at the Jenny airplane hanging 
from the rotunda ceiling. 
On the third floor, find the two reading 
rails (one near each of the elevators) 
with information about the Jenny airplane.  

After reading about the Jenny, do you think it is sometimes important to 
recreate things from the past? Why or why not? 

Now that you have had the opportunity to see the exhibits at the 
Minnesota History Center, discuss with your classmates why you agree 
or disagree with the following statement: 

It is important to collect and care for materials that document human 
life in Minnesota, and to make them known and accessible to people in 
Minnesota and beyond.

Your name:

Your school:

What did you learn that you’d want to learn MORE about?


