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Welcome to the 
Minnesota History Center!
Thanks for volunteering to be a chaperone. This guide will help you have 

a fun and rewarding day! The Minnesota History Center requires students and 

chaperones to remain together at all times.

MUSEUM MANNERS
• Use indoor voices. 

• Walk in the museum. 

• Respect the museum exhibits. 

•  Students must stay with chaperone 

at all times. 

•  Food and drink must stay in 

designated areas. 

• Use only pencils in the exhibits. 

•  Respect those in your group and 

other visitors.

•  Please turn cell phone ringers to 

vibrate during history lessons and 

museum programs.

TRIP TIPS
•  Ask your group leader about your 

schedule and which exhibits the students 

should visit.

•  Write down the time and place for lunch, 

lessons and departure on the right.

•  Learn the names and faces of the 

students in your group and make sure 

they know your name.

• Keep your group in one exhibit at a time.

•  Explore the museum and encourage 

questions. You don’t need to know the 

answers—just help students find their 

own answers and discuss.

•  Count your students before moving to 

another area.

•  If you have questions, ask a staff member!

Chaperone:

Group No.:

Student Names:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Small Group Schedule:

Time Activity

 Lunch

 Departure Time

Notes:

Chaperone guide 
& map



Floor 1

3M
Auditorium

Store

Store

Café

To parking lot

Main entranceMain entrance

MacMillan Education Center
student entrance

Outdoor terrace

Floor 2

Classrooms
 & lunch space

Gale
      Family

Library

Elevator

Elevator

Elevator

Elevator

Ticket/Info
Desk

View of
Capitol

Curtiss JN-4 
“Jenny”

Weather
Permitting

Minnesota’s
Greatest

Generation

Open House:
If These Walls

Could Talk

Special Exhibits Gallery

Then Now Wow

Stairs down to
Floor 2

Grainland

Elevator
Elevator

Floor 3: Museum

Play the Past 
   Pavilion

Grainland

Play the Past Pavilion 
Ask if the  Play the Past activity has 

been scheduled for your group.

By appointment only.

The Depression, the War, the Boom 
Step inside the lives of Minnesota’s  

Greatest Generation, from a historic soda 

fountain to a real 1950s Ford. Board the  

C-47 warplane for an immersion in the 

sights and sounds of D-Day.

We Are Hmong Minnesota  
Extended through Jan. 3, 2016

Suburbia  
Oct. 10, 2015 – March 20, 2016

Beyond Bollywood: Indian 
Americans Shape the Nation 
April 30 – July 10, 2016

What’s Up Doc ? 
April 30 – Aug. 14, 2016

The Minnesota History Exhibit Designed for Kids  
In Then Now Wow you’ll be able to step inside a prairie  

sod house, take a ride on a Twin Cities streetcar, make a  

stop at a north woods fur post and go underground in an 

Iron Range mine.

All about grain 
Ask if the  Grainland activity has been  

scheduled for your group.

By appointment only.

Minnesota’s memorable weather  
See the Weatherball light, which once 

flashed forecasts from the Minneapolis 

skyline, in Weather Permitting.  

Then ride out a simulation of the  

1965 Fridley tornado.

One home,  
many families
In Open House,  

you’ll walk through a 

re-created home lived 

in by German, Italian, 

African American and 

Hmong families  

during different eras. 

Sit down at the table  

and hear a true story.

State Capitol view 
Floor 3 
You can see this  

architectural masterpiece 

from a window just outside 

the Open House exhibit.

Rotunda floor mosaic   
Floor 1 
Stand in the rotunda on 

Floor 2 and look down at 

the first floor. You’ll see 

bronze symbols embedded 

in the terrazzo floor, which 

represent Minnesota’s history 

and character.

Star Symbol 
Throughout building 
Look for an eight-pointed 

star in the ceiling of the Great 

Hall, and in many other places 

around the building. The points 

on each star form the letter “M” 

for Minnesota, which is known 

as the North Star State.

Giant Minnesota postcard   
Stairwell between Floors 1 & 2 
Be sure to take some student 

pictures here—it’s the perfect 

photo op for your visit to the  

Minnesota History Center.

Don’t Miss—

Select exhibits & programs 
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