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Dear Teacher,

The staff of the Alexander Ramsey House welcomes you and your students!  We hope you

find our new classroom materials helpful and interesting.  Your students' experiences at

the Ramsey House will be more meaningful if they are prepared for their visit, and if they

have the opportunity to reflect afterwards.  With this in mind, we have created 

activities to extend learning in many subject areas, focusing on varied learning styles.  

Our Educational Tours provide a more age-appropriate experience and engage multiple

senses.  We hope you and your students will enjoy the tours and ask that you take a few

moments after you have toured the house to fill out a short survey.  We will use the infor-

mation you provide to further tailor our tours and classroom materials to fulfill your needs

and preferences.

Please spend some time with your students and chaperones discussing museum behavior.

Rules of etiquette were important to Victorian people, and we have some of our own.  To

preserve the house and its artifacts, please do not bring gum or candy, food or drink.

Cameras and cell phones may only be used outside of the house.  And of course, please

refrain from touching unless otherwise instructed.

We want to encourage your students to ask questions and share their own ideas.  We rec-

ommend reminding chaperones that our Educational Tours are tailored to the children,

with the goal of involving them as much as possible.

If you have questions or requests not addressed in this packet, please contact us.  We look

forward to seeing you at the Alexander Ramsey House! 

Sincerely,

The Alexander Ramsey House Staff



1.  Which educational materials did you use with your students?

2. Were the materials helpful in preparing your students for their experience at the Ramsey House?

3.  Are there other types of materials you would have liked?

4.  What would have made you more likely to use the educational materials?

5.  What did you feel was the most valuable part of the tour?

6.  What part of the tour do you feel could be improved?

7.  Do you have any other feedback for us?

Thank you so much!  Please return this survey in the envelope provided. 

We hope to see you next year!

Educational Tours Teacher Survey



THE RAMSEY FAMILY

Alexander Ramsey was born in 1815 in Pennsylvania.  Alexander married Anna

Jenks in 1845.  Four years later Alex, Anna, and their three year old son traveled by steam-

boat, stagecoach, and canoe to the new Minnesota Territory where Mr. Ramsey was to be the

first governor.  Mr. Ramsey's job was to buy land from the Dakota and Ojibwe Indians so that

settlers could move to Minnesota.  In 1860, Mr. Ramsey became the second governor of the

state of Minnesota and held that position during the Civil and Dakota Wars.  He showed his

pride in Minnesota as the first President of the Minnesota Historical Society and as a U.S.

Senator.  He loved his family very much and lived with his daughter and grandchildren in what

he called his "Mansion House" until he died in 1903.

Anna Jenks Ramsey was born in Pennsylvania in 1826.  She was different from many

girls at the time because she learned to read, write, and do math.  When her husband told her

in 1849 that they were moving to Minnesota, Mrs. Ramsey did not know what to expect.  The

first years in Minnesota were difficult.  Two of their young children died, and Mrs. Ramsey told

her husband she would "never want to winter again in St. P."  She later came to love Minnesota

as much as her husband did and was active in planning and building the present Ramsey

House.  Mrs. Ramsey bought all the furnishings in New York for the "Mansion House."  Mrs.

Ramsey traveled to Europe and to the American West before she died at 58 years of age.

Marion Ramsey Furness was the third child born to Alex and Anna and the only child

to live to be an adult.  When she was nineteen, her family moved into the present Ramsey

House, and on her twenty-second birthday, she married Charles Furness in her home.

Marion and Charlie had four children, but their second son died as a baby.  Then Charlie

became sick with a mental illness and had to live in an institution the rest of his life.  Marion

moved back to St. Paul and raised their three children in her parents' home.  She was very

active in St. Paul's social life and loved music.  She lived in the Ramsey House until her death

in 1935.

Anita, Ramsey, and Laura Furness were Marion and Charlie's children.  Anita was

born in 1876, and when she was six years old, her mother described her as "aggravating + then

fascinating as usual."  Ramsey, a year younger than Anita, was described by his grandfather as

"a daredevil sort of fellow."  Laura, born in 1882, described herself at thirteen as a "great sport"

who rode a bicycle every night.  When Ramsey grew up he moved to Missouri, but his sisters

lived together in the Ramsey House until they died in 1956 and 1964.  They chose to give their

house to Minnesota Historical Society so we can learn about their family today.



Victorian Houses

Objectives: To understand that home architecture is influenced by individual families and by 

society.  To see and create a house plan from bird's eye perspective.

Background Information

Alexander and Anna Ramsey planned their house carefully according to their own needs, while
remaining mindful of what was proper in their day. In the 1800s, it was customary to separate
rooms for entertaining from work spaces because the home was meant to be a needed retreat
from the industrial workplace.

Activity

Look at the blueprint for the Ramseys’ first floor.

How can you tell the Ramseys were interested in entertaining? ______________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

How did the Ramseys use architecture to separate the servants from the family and their

guests? __________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Which rooms do you consider important for a house today?  Why? ____________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Which rooms are unimportant for a house today?  Why? _____________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

If you were designing your own Mansion House, what special purpose room would you want

that the Ramseys do not have? ____________________________________________________________

Where would you put it?  Why?

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

On the back of the Ramseys' blueprint, draw the first floor of your Mansion House.  

Do not forget to include doors and hallways!












